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Prelude 
 

Invocation  Please Stand 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come! 

     Worthy are You, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, 

For You created all things, 

     And by Your will they existed and were created.                  Revelation 4:8b-11 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.                   Matthew 28:19b 

     Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

     But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and  

     cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  A Time of Silence                           1 John 1:8-9 

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

     Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have  

     sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we  

     have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our  

     neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

     the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead  

     us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy  

     name. Amen. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 
 

Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 

    And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

     Almighty God, You are three persons yet one God. This is a mystery that is beyond our  

     understanding. You ask us not to understand but simply to believe. Give us the faith of  

     a child, that what You have said in Your Word about Yourself we may believe in our  

     hearts and live out by faith in our lives. We pray this in the name of Jesus, with the  

     Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, Who was, Who is, and Who is coming, the  

     Almighty. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise  Please Be Seated            “Voices Raised to You We Offer” 

Voices raised to You we offer; Tune them, God, for songs of praise.  

    Hearts and hands we bring in tribute For Your gifts through all our days.  

    Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to You we sing! 
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All creation joins to praise You; Earth and sky Your works display.  

Art and music, gifts You lend us, We return to You today.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! God, Creator, source of life! 
 

Christ, the song of Love incarnate, Touching earth with heaven’s grace,  

For Your living, suff’ring, dying, For Your rising, hear our praise!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ, Redeemer, Lord of life! 
 

Spirit, flaming through creation, Kindle faith within each heart.  

Lift our voices high in chorus; Through our hands Your love impart.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Spirit, Helper, breath of life! 
 

How can any praise we offer Measure all the thanks we owe?  

Take our hearts and hands and voices, Gifts of love we can bestow.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Triune God, to You we sing! 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 795-Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. b.1923; ©1997 GIA Publications, Inc.; 

Tune: Carolyn Jennings b.1936; ©1996 Carolyn Jennings; Used by permission; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

First Reading                                               Isaiah 6:1–8 
1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the 

train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he 

covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to another 

and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”  
4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled 

with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 

the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt 

is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 
8And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, 

“Here I am! Send me.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading                         Acts 2:14, 22–36 
14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all 

who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words…. 
22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 

because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

    for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

    my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

    or let your Holy One see corruption. 



28You have made known to me the paths of life; 

    you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and 

spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 

corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at 

the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 

poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For David did not ascend into the 

heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 
        35until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 
36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn                  “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee.  

    All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in heav’n above adore Thee. 

    Infinite Thy vast domain, Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 

Hark! The glad celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising:  

    Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising, 

    Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy Lord! 
 

Lo, th’apostle’s holy train Join Thy sacred name to hallow;  

    Prophets swell the glad refrain, And the white-robed martyrs follow,  

    And from morn to set of sun Through the Church the song goes on. 
 

Thou art King of Glory, Christ; Son of God, yet born of Mary.  

    For us sinners sacrificed, As to death a Tributary,  

    First to break the bars of death, Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 

Please Stand 

Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;  

    Though in essence only one, Undivided God we claim Thee  

    And, adoring bend the knee While we own the mystery. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 940-Text: Latin 4th cent.; German version, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna 1774; 

 tr. Clarence Walworth 1820-1900; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Holy Gospel                             John 3:1–17 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

     Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to 

Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 

can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to 

you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be 

born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 



the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The 

wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of 

Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told 

you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No 

one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life.  
16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Athanasian Creed  Part One Please Be Seated 
Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

     Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

     That we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons  

     nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

     But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory  

     equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

     The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

The Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

     The Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

     Just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one  

     Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

     And yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

     And yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

     And yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
 

Children’s Message  
 

Athanasian Creed  Part Two 
Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and 

Lord, so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

     The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

     The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten,  

     but proceeding. 



Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three 

Holy Spirits. 

     And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another; 

But the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has 

been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

     Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 
 

The Hymn                     “O Worship the King” 

O worship the King, all-glorious above, O gratefully sing His pow’r and His love; 

    Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,  

    Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 

    His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,  

    And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 
 

This earth, with its store of wonders untold, Almighty, Thy pow’r hath founded of old, 

    Established it fast by a changeless decree,  

    And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 

    It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,  

    And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

    Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,  

    Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend! 
 

O measureless Might, Ineffable Love, While angels delight to hymn Thee above, 

    Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays.  

    With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 804-Text: Robert Grant 1779-1838; Tune: William Croft 1678-1727; 

Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 1941; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 

  
Athanasian Creed Part Three 
But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

     Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ,  

     the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born from the 

substance of His mother in this age: 

     Perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 

Equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity. 

     Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

One, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the 

humanity into God; 

     One altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

     Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the  

     dead, 



Ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

     At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account  

     concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into 

eternal fire. 

     This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be  

     saved. 
 

Proclamation of the Word 
“Living By Faith and Without Understanding”                 John 3:1–17 
 

Offering and Musical Offering 
 

Admonition to Communicants Please Stand 
 

Lord’s Prayer 


Sanctus Hymn                        “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  

    Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,  

    Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

    Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

    Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

    Only Thou are holy; there is none beside Thee, Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

    All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

    Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 507-Text: Reginald Heber 1783-1826; 

Tune: John B. Dykes 1823-76; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 


Words of Our Lord 
 

The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

     Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns Please Be Seated                   “Lamb of  God” 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side  

    To walk upon this guilty sod, And to be called the Lamb of God. 

~O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God! 

  O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God! 
 

Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

    The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. ~O Lamb… 
 

I was so lost, I should have died, But You have brought me to Your side 

    To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. ~O Lamb…. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 550 -Text & Tune: Twila Paris b.1958;  

©1985 Straighway Music; Used by permission; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 



  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand;  

Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand  

Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand. 
 

King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood,  

Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood,  

He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way  

As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day,  

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears away. 
 

At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye,  

Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry:  

“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 621-Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie 1829-85; 

Tune: French 17th cent.; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 

 

Prayer of the Church Please Stand   

Each petition is concluded with the following: 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

     Hear our prayer! 

 
Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on You with favor and + give You peace.                  Numbers 6:24–26 

     Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn Please Be Seated                 “Now Thank We All Our God” 

Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices,  

    Who wondrous things has done, In whom His world rejoices;  

    Who from our mothers’ arms Has blest us on our way 

    With countless gifts of love And still is ours today. 
 

Oh, may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us,  

    With ever joyful hearts And blessèd peace to cheer us  

    And keep us in His grace And guide us when perplexed 

    And free us from all ills In this world and the next! 
 

All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given,  

    The Son, and Him who reigns With them in highest heaven,  

    The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

    For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 895-Text: Martin Rinckart 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth 1827-78;  

Tune: Johann Cruger 1598-1662; Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal 1941; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 

 

Postlude 
 


