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Prelude 
 

Holy Baptism                       Marty Brack Tipton 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

     Who made heaven and earth.                            Psalm 124:8 

If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

     But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.                    Psalm 130:3–4 

A Time of Silence 

O Almighty God, merciful Father, 

     I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I  

     have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  

     But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your  

     boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of  

     Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

     Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn Please Stand                      “The Old Rugged Cross” 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, The emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

   And I love that old cross where the dearest and best  

   For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

~So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

   I will cling to the old rugged cross, And exchange it some day for a crown. 
 

O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

   For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above  

    To bear it to dark Calvary. ~So I’ll cherish… 
 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, A wondrous beauty I see; 

    For ‘twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died  

    To pardon and sanctify me. ~So I’ll cherish… 
 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, Its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

    Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away,  

    Where His glory forever I’ll share. ~So I’ll cherish…. 
The Hymnal for Worship and Celebration, Hymn, 186 -Text & Tune: George Bennard 1873-1958; ©1913 George Bennard, 

©Revised 1941, The Rodeheaver Co., Word, Inc.; Used by permission; Christian Copyright License International #1217384 
 

Prayer 
The Lord be with you. 

    And also with you. 
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Let us pray. O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations of the devil and 

courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds to follow Your Son faithfully even 

into suffering and death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Please Be Seated                                 Amos 7:7–15 
7This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, 

with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A 

plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; 

    I will never again pass by them; 
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

 and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

    and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired 

against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus 

Amos has said, 

“‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and 

prophesy there, 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple 

of the kingdom.” 
14Then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but I was a 

herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD took me from following the flock, and 

the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle                                   Ephesians 1:3–14 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption to 

himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his 

glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished 

upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 

purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth. 
11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him 

who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in 

Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who 

is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gradual Hymn                                   “In Christ Alone” 

In Christ alone my hope is found; He is my light, my strength, my song;  

    This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  

    What heights of love, what depths of peace, When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  

    My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.  
 

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe.  

    This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones he came to save.  

    Till on that cross as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied;  

    For every sin on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live.   
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain:  

    Then bursting forth in glorious day, Up from the grave He rose again!  

    And as He stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;  

    For I am His and He is mine— Bought with the precious blood of Christ.  
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the power of Christ in me;  

    From life’s first cry to final breath. Jesus commands my destiny.  

    No power of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand;  

    Till He returns or calls me home — Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
In Christ Alone-Text & Tune: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music 

Adm. by worshiptogether.com songs; Christian Copyright License International #1217384 
 

Holy Gospel Please Stand                                          Mark 6:14–29 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

     Glory to You, O Lord. 
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been 

raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, 

“He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod 

heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was Herod who had sent and 

seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he 

had married her. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's 

wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could 

not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. 

When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military 

commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, 

she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and 

I will give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of 

my kingdom.” 24And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, 

“The head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, 

saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was 

exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to 

her. 27And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and 

beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl 

gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a 

tomb. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

     Praise to You, O Christ. 



Children’s Message Please Be Seated 
 

The Hymn              “Drawn to the Cross Which Thou Hast Blessed” 

Drawn to the cross, which Thou hast blessed With healing gifts for souls distressed, 

    To find in Thee my life, my rest, Christ, crucified, I come.  
 

Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, Thy grace abused, my misspent years; 

    Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, Christ, crucified, I come.  
 

Wash me and take away each stain; Let nothing of my sin remain. 

    For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ, crucified, I come.  
 

And then for work to do for Thee, Which shall so sweet a service be 

    That angels well might envy me, Christ, crucified, I come.  
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 560 -Text: Genevieve M. Irons 1855-1928 

Tune: Joseph Barnby 1838-96; Public Domain; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Proclamation of the Word 
“The Center of Our Gravity”                                  Ephesians 1:3–14 
 

Offering and Musical Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church Please Stand  Each petition is concluded with the following: 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

     Hear our prayer. 
 

Benediction 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.                       2 Corinthians 13:14 

     Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn Please Be Seated  Alt. Tune:“Sweet Hour of Prayer”  “The Tree of Life” 

The tree of life with ev’ry good In Eden’s holy orchard stood,  

    And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat.  

    Yet in this garden also grew Another tree, of which they knew; 

    Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned Against whose eating God had warned. 
 

The stillness of that sacred grove Was broken, as the serpent strove  

With tempting voice Eve to beguile And Adam too by sin defile.  

O day of sadness when the breath Of fear and darkness, doubt and death, 

    Its awful poison first displayed Within the world so newly made. 
 

What mercy God showed to our race, A plan of rescue by His grace:  

In sending One from woman’s seed, The One to fill our greatest need-  

For on a tree uplifted high His only Son for sin would die, 

    Would drink the cup of scorn and dread To crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 

Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame Flows life eternal in His name;  

For all who trust and will believe, Salvation's living fruit receive.  

And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat, 

    To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good. 
Lutheran Service Book, Hymn 561-Text: Stephen P. Starke b.1955; ©1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House; 

Tune: William B. Bradbury 1816-68; Used by permission; LSBHymnLicense.net #100012386. 
 

Postlude 
 


